
AEA 50 years of history 1970 Č 2020



AEA names and logoôs over the 50 years



The Netherlands

FIDA (Nederlandse vereniging van fabrikanten, importeurs

en detaillisten van audiologisch apparatuur) 

Luxemburg

ALA (Association Luxembourgeoise des Audioprothésistes)

Italy

ANA (Associazione Nazionale Audio-Prothesisti)

France
AADE (Association des Audioproth®sistes Dipl¹m®s dôEtat) 

FNASA (Fédération Nationale des Audioprothésistes 

Specialistes Applicateurs)

SNUA (Syndica National Unifié des Audioprothésistes)

Germany

BIHA (Bundesinnung der Hörgeräte-Akustiker)

Belgium
ABA (Association Belge des Audioprothésistes) 

UNAS (Union Nationale des Audio-spécialistes)

UPA (Union Professionnelle des Audioprothésistes)

APB (Association Pharmaceutique Belge ïdev. Audioprothésistes)

In 1970 AEA (Association Européenne des Audioprothésistes) is born

The six founding member countries

In 1967, the founding members start discussing to create a European Association é in 1970 the association is officialised.



In 1970, the first task for AEA is to create a memorandum

AEA 

President

Roger Raulin

AEA 

General Secretary

Adriaan Lapperre

1970 - 1976 1970 - 1976



1971 AEA presents a memorandum to the European Communities

AEA 

President

Roger Raulin

AEA 

General Secretary

Adriaan LapperreUnited Kingdom

British HAIA/SHAA committee

Ireland

Society of Hearing Aid Audiologists of Ireland

Denmark

Dansk Høreapparat Handels og Industri Forbund



1971 AEA presents a memorandum to the European Communities

MEMORANDUM

A. Definition Hearing Aid

B. Definition of Hearing Aid Professional

C. Definition of the activities of Hearing Aid Professionals

D. Exercise of the Profession of the Hearing Aid Professional

E. Minimal Education Program for Hearing Aid Professionals

F. Criteria for the Education

G. Application of the directives



In 1976 Werner Pistor starts as AEA President

AEA 

President

Werner Pistor

AEA 

General Secretary

Simon Ooms

1976 - 1982 1976 - 1982
Werner Pistor is the founder of 

UHA (Union der Hörgeräte-Akustiker) 

in 1960 and the first president of 

BIHA (Bundesinnung der Hörgeräte-

akustiker) in 1966

Simon Ooms was very active in 

Fida (Nederlandse vereniging van 

fabrikanten, importeurs en detaillisten 

van audiologisch apparatuur) founded

in 1958.

AEA Meeting in Zürich in 1978

Simon Ooms, Helmut Helle, Hans 

Jürgen von Killisch-Horn & Herbert 

Bonsel in ñDie Geschichte der 

Hörakustikò , Median Verlag.



In 1982 René Buissière starts as AEA President

AEA 

President

René Buissière

AEA 

General Secretary

Serge Wittemans

1982 - 1996 1982 - 2001

In 1983 CETA is created:

Comité Européen des 

Techniques Audiologiques 

CETA  President

Juan Martinez



1988 The first AEA Code of Conduct is adopted

AEA 

President

René Buissière

AEA 

General Secretary

Serge Wittemans

1982 - 1996 1982 - 2001

CETA  President

Juan Martinez



AEA member countries and survey in 1989

AEA 

President

René Buissière

AEA 

General Secretary

Serge Wittemans

1982 - 1996 1982 - 2001

CETA  President

Juan Martinez

Country Prof N° HA %HA/Pop% Stereo

Belgium 150 22000 0,22% 7%

Denmark 86 45400 0,89% 40%

France 500 120000 0,23% 25%

Germany 2400 283000 0,46% 6%

Italy 800 150000 0,26% 50%

Portugal 28 10000 0,10% 25%

Spain 50 47000 0,13% 10%

The Netherlands 500 61420 0,44% 27%

UK 1250 320000 0,59%



AEA promotes the UHA congress

AEA 

President

René Buissière

AEA 

General Secretary

Serge Wittemans

1982 - 1996 1982 - 2001

CETA  President

Juan Martinez



AEA member countries and survey in 1993

AEA 

President

René Buissière

AEA 

General Secretary

Serge Wittemans

1982 - 1996 1982 - 2001

CETA  President

Juan Martinez

Country Prof N° HA %HA/Pop% Stereo

Austria / / / /

Belgium 150 30000 0,30% 35%

Denmark 0 50000 1,00% 40%

France 350 16000 0,26% 30%

Germany 2000 400000 0,50% 5%

Greece / / / /

Ireland / / / /

Italy 1500 140000 0,25% 40%

Luxemburg / / / /

Portugal / / / 18%

Spain 50 60000 0,15% 15%

Switzerland 200 25000 / 30%

The Netherlands 300 85000 0,56% 20%

UK 600 375000 / /



AEA members & directive on medical devices - 1993

AEA 

President

René Buissière

AEA 

General Secretary

Serge Wittemans

1982 - 1996 1982 - 2001

CETA  President

Juan Martinez

Tom Westermann 

representing Denmark and 

EHIMA (created in 1985)



In 1996 Juan Martinez starts as AEA President

AEA 

President

Juan Martinez

AEA 

General Secretary

Serge Wittemans

1996 - 2001 1982 - 2001

CETA  President

Ronald De Bock&

AEA has a representative 

in the meetings of the 

International Bureau for Audiophonologie

AEA and CETA prepare a project to enter 

in the Leonardo da Vinci programme



AEA member countries and changes 1997 Č 2001

AEA 

President

Juan Martinez

AEA 

General Secretary

Serge Wittemans

1996 - 2001 1982 - 2001

CETA  President

Ronald De Bock

not present

Full member 

in 2000

New member 

in 2000

Present in 

2000/2001

Denmark no 

longer full member

EHIMA no longer 

allowed to join GA



1996 AEA resolution on International Standard

AEA 

President

Juan Martinez

AEA 

General Secretary

Serge Wittemans

1996 - 2001 1982 - 2001

CETA  President

Ronald De Bock



In 2001 Leonardo Magnelli starts as AEA President

AEA 

President

Leonardo Magnelli

AEA 

General Secretary

Hanspeter Hess

2001 - 2004 2001 - 2002

CETA  President

Benoit Roy

AEA 

General Secretary

Corrado Canovi

2002 - 2004

AEA and CETA keep trying to enter 

in the Leonardo da Vinci programme

Start process to add 

a treasurer in AEA

2001 - 2004



In 2004 Marianne Frickel starts as AEA President

AEA 

President

Marianne Frickel

AEA 

General Secretary

Stephan Baschab

2004 - 2007 2004 - 2007

CETA  President

Franco Gandolfo

Å The first AEA website is 

created

Å A new AEA logo is 

created

Å AEA discusses and 

evaluates the options of 

Europass (free 

movement of 

professionals)

Å AEA information is 

shared by the AEA 

Bulletin.



AEA member countries in 2005 Č 2007

AEA 

President

Marianne Frickel

AEA 

General Secretary

Stephan Baschab

2004 - 2007 2004 - 2007

CETA  President

Franco Gandolfo

New member 

in 2006 AEA Treasurer

Jose Ignacio Mijangos



In 2007 Benoit Roy starts as AEA President

AEA 

President

Benoit Roy

AEA 

General Secretary

André Graf

2007 - 2012 2007 - 2008

CETA  President

Patrick Verheyden

AEA enters the 

Leonardo da Vinci programme

2007 - 2008

AEA Treasurer

Jose Ignacio Mijangos

Change the AEA statutes to 

International Association 

based in Brussels

The Leonardo da Vinci programme is a European 

Commission funding programme focused on the teaching 

and training needs of those involved in vocational education 

and training (VET). The programme is part of the European 

Commission's Lifelong Learning Programme 2007ï2013

Leonardo da Vinci programme: 15 years of EU 

support for vocational education and training



2008 é  EN15927 Standard is published

CETA  President

Corrado Canovi

AEA 

President

Benoit Roy

AEA 

General Secretary

Patrick Verheyden

2008 - 2012

2008 - 2012

2007 - 2012



2009 AEA Č International Association based in Belgium

CETA  President

Corrado Canovi

AEA 

President

Benoit Roy

AEA 

General Secretary

Patrick Verheyden

2007 - 2012 2008 - 2012

2008 - 2012



In 2012 Franco Gandolfo starts as AEA President

AEA 

President

Franco Gandolfo

AEA 

General Secretary

No candidate in 

2012

2012 - 2014

ECAT  President

Mark Laureyns

2012 - 2013

AEA 

Treasurer

Patrick Verheyden

2012 - 2014

2012 - 2013

New statutes needed to stop the high cost of 

simultaneous translations in 5 languages

AEA President and General Secretary focus on 

General Interest (no voting right) 

Slow process éééééééééé.

CETA is renamed to ECAT: European 

Committee for Audiology & Technology



2013 AEA main activities

AEA 

President

Franco Gandolfo

2012 - 2014

Hearing Awareness Week

8 ï10th of April 2013

AEA (interim)

General Secretary

Mark Laureyns

2013 - 2014

ECAT  President

Ahsen Enderle-

Ammour

2013 - 2014

AEA Treasurer

Patrick Verheyden

2012 - 2014



In 2014 Mark Laureyns starts as AEA President

AEA 

President

Mark Laureyns

AEA 

General Secretary

Fritz Zajicek

2014 - >2020 2014 - >2020 

ECAT  President

Ahsen Enderle-

Ammour

AEA Treasurer

Patrick Verheyden

2014 - >2020 2014 - 2015 


